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Prelims Practice Question

The Brandt Line (an imaginary line) is a concept that highlights

a) Global Climate Change
b) Global Food security
c) Global economic disparities
d) Access to clean drinking water



EXPLANATION

The Brandt Line (an imaginary line) is a concept 
that categorizes the world into richer countries 
mainly in the Northern Hemisphere and poorer 
countries mostly in the Southern Hemisphere, 
highlighting global economic disparities.

“Global North” (wealthier communities) and a 
“Global South“ (poorer communities) exist both 
within and among nations.

The line is based on the “North-South: A 
Programme for Survival”, a report addressing 
the problems of international inequality

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/08/30/meaning-of-global-south/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/08/30/meaning-of-global-south/


Prelims Practice Question For Today

The Ross Sea is the world’s largest Marine Protected Area 
(MPA). It is located in the

a) North Sea
b) Arctic Sea
c) Southern Ocean
d) North Atlantic Sea



Innate limitations in executing iCET

Context

▪ The Initiative on Critical and Emerging 
Technologies (iCET) between India and 
the US faces structural challenges in its 
execution, particularly regarding 
technology transfer and autonomy of 
US defense companies.



Challenges in Technology Transfer:

▪ IPR and Export Control Hurdles: US 
defense companies are reluctant to share 
military technologies due to strict export 
control laws and intellectual property 
rights concerns.

▪ Partial Technology Transfer: General 
Electric's F-414INS6 engine deal with India 
involves transferring about 80% 
technology, but excludes critical know-
how related to forging metallurgy discs 
for turbines.

▪ Limited UAV Technology 
Sharing: Technology transfer from General 
Atomics for MQ-9 UAVs is limited to 
around 10-15%, primarily focused on 
establishing a domestic maintenance 
facility.



Limitations of US Defense Industry Cooperation:

▪ Commercial Interests vs. Strategic 
Goals: US government does not act on 
behalf of defense companies owning 
IPRs, as these companies are primarily 
driven by commercial interests.

▪ Historical Precedent: Failure of the 2012 
Defense Technology and Trade Initiative 
(DTTI) due to technology transfer issues 
highlights persistent challenges.

▪ Restrictions on 'Jugaad': Complex 
'enabling' protocols and strict end-use 
monitoring programs like 'Golden Sentry' 
restrict India's ability to apply 'jugaad' 
(innovative adaptations) to US-origin 
platforms.



Strategic Implications and Future Prospects:

▪ Shifting Defense Partnerships: iCET is 
part of US strategy to reduce India's 
dependency on Russian arms, as 
outlined in a recent Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee report.

▪ Multi-organizational Approach: The 
initiative involves multiple 
organizations like INDUS-X, Joint 
IMPACT, and ADDD to facilitate 
cooperation.

▪ Balancing Act: Success of iCET 
depends on overcoming bureaucratic 
hurdles and aligning US commercial 
interests with broader strategic goals 
in the India-US partnership.



India Russia to boost bilateral trade

Context

▪ Prime Minister Modi’s first bilateral visit to 
Russia after being sworn in, showcases the 
importance of India-Russia ties for India, 
especially in energy and defence. India and 
Russia have maintained a relationship for 
over seventy years. However, as India has 
expanded its global ties in a multi-polar 
world, its partnership with Russia has seen 
stagnation in some areas and decline in 
others.

▪ Defence remains the strongest aspect of 
their strategic alliance, with significant 
cooperation also in nuclear and space 
sectors.



Significance of Russia for India

▪ Critical Defence Interests: India heavily relies 
on Russian and Soviet-origin defence 
equipment, constituting 60-70% of its arsenal. 
Cooperation includes joint R&D, co-
development, and production of various 
military systems like S-400 missiles, MiG-29s, 
and tanks.

▪ The Brahmos supersonic antiship missile, for 
instance, was jointly designed by Indian and 
Russian engineers for the Indian armed forces 
and first tested in 2001.



Russian joint ventures with India also 
include making

▪ 35,000 Kalashnikov AK203 assault rifles for 
the Indian army

▪ licensed production of advanced T-90 
tanks and Sukhoi Su-30-MKI fourth-
generation fighter jets

▪ maintenance facilities for India’s MiG-29 
fighter jets

▪ collaboration on making the Konkurs 
antitank guided missile

▪ War and Oil Trade Boost: India buys 
Russian oil at discounted rates, 
significantly impacting bilateral trade.



▪ Despite the threat of even more US sanctions, Russia has 
become the 1 supplier of oil for India, which in turn is 

the top buyer of seaborne Russian oil. In June, India 

bought a stunning 2.13 million barrels of oil per day from 

Russia.

▪ This trade helps mitigate inflation from rising crude prices, 

though it creates diplomatic challenges with Western 

allies due to Russia's actions in Ukraine.

Factors irritating United States in India-Russia Relations

▪ India continues to strengthen its trade and 
diplomatic relationship with the world's most-
sanctioned country.

▪ India has taken a neutral stance regarding Ukraine.

▪ The Chennai-Vladivostok maritime route and 
the International North-South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC), are aimed at long-term integration of the 
Indian and Russian economies. The INSTC also 
brings Iran - another American adversary - into the 
mix.



▪ India has even defied the US to 
strike a 10-year deal to 
develop Iran's Chabahar port.

▪ India significantly boosted India-
Russia cooperation in military 
affairs. For example, India bought 
the Russian S-400 missile defense 
systems.

▪ India and Russia are considering 
cooperation on numerous strategic 
areas such as joint production of 
weapons, reciprocal access to 
military facilities, joint deployment 
of troops, warships and fighter jets.



Minimum support price

Context

▪ The Bharatiya Janata Party- led National 

Democratic Alliance (NDA) faced huge 

setbacks in the Lok Sabha elections in the 

agrarian belts of the country.

▪ This government is a continuation of the 

first two Narendra Modi regimes that 

favoured the corporate houses and 

tweaked policies in agriculture sector in 
their favour.



Rising farmer suicides

▪ The National Crime Records Bureau da- ta 
tells us that 1,00,474 farmers and agricultural 

workers committed suicide between 2015 

and 2022.

▪ Issue for farmers in the country today is 
statutory minimum support price at the rate 

of C2+50%, that is one-and-a-half times the 

comprehensive cost of pro- duction, as 

recommended by the M.S. Swaminathan 
Commission.

Cut input prices

▪ The cost of production, which is continuously 
rising. Our expectation from the Budget is they 

must cut down the cost of production by 

reducing the price of fertilizers, seeds, 

insecticides, diesel, water and electricity.



Loan waiver

▪ A complete one-time loan waiver for farmers 
and agricultural workers all over the country. 

Unless this is done, farm suicides cannot be 

prevented.

▪ Loan waiver, bringing down the cost of 
production and ensuring MSP at a rate of 

C2+50 have to be done together. If this is 

done, 70% of the crisis in the agrarian sector 

can be dealt with.

▪ In the context of climate change and the 
environmental situation. In the light of continuous 

drought, flood, unseasonal rains and hailstorms, 

there should be a comprehensive crop insurance 

scheme, which is totally different from the Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana.



▪ On the question of irrigation and power. Public 
sector in- vestment in irrigation and power has 

been cut down in the last 10 years.

Irrigation projects

▪ The cost of water and power is increasing. A 
number of irrigation projects are incomplete in 

the country. If they are completed, a large 

section of land will come under irrigation.

Expand MNREGA

▪ The expansion of MGNREGA. Ever since the 
Modi Government came to power, they have 

been trying to starve MGNREGA of funds. The 

number of work days has come to just 42. The 

government will have to in- crease the wages 
to ₹600 and the number of days of work to at 

least 200.



Radical land reform

▪ The question of land. The rulers have changed 
the slogan of ‘Land to the Tiller’ to ‘Land to the 

Corporates’.

▪ In total violation of the Land Acquisition Act, 

there’s massive acquisition of farm lands by 
corporate houses. Land acquisition must be 

done only when strictly necessary for a public 

purpose.

Restore corporate tax

▪ The Union govern- ment must impose wealth tax 
and inheritance tax. They have tremendously 

reduced corporate tax. They must restore it.

▪ Direct taxes must be in- creased and indirect 
taxes must be reduced.
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